PRESIDENT'S COMMENTARY

"Armost CERTADMLY ExTmver”

This title quotes part of the title of a recent article by Lammertink and
Estrada (1995, Bird Cons. Intl, 5:53-59) which provides a grim
reminder that extinction in the Caribbean is not just an event of the
past. Admittedly documenting the absence of the last individual of
a species 15 difficult, but the Lammertink and Estrads findings
suggest that little optimism remains for the survival of the Ivory-
billed Woodpecker (“Carpintero Real”). Lammenink and Estrada
searched the area of eastern Cuba where the last population was
known to occur, During the 120 days of field work in 1989, 1991,
and 1993 the two authors and their assistants failed to detect the bird
or find evidence of ils recent cxcavations. Moreover, in the aren
from which the last woodpeckers were known, no suitable large old-
growth forest habitat remains, It was the destruction of old-growth
forests which is believed to be mostly responsible for the ivory-hill's
demise, as the species required extensive old-growth forest for
survival, The ivory-bill disappeared from the southeastern United
States, most by the 1950s, as bottomland forests were extensively
cut for imber. However, a population managed to survive in eastern
Cuba until recently, when presumably the cffects of past deforesta-
tion finally caught up with it. Despite the recent effors of the Cuban
autherities 1o protect the species and its Jast known habitat, the
Ivory-billed Woodpecker appears (o have finally succumbed.,
Even in the 19705 Garrido and Montafia {1975, Catdlogo de las
Aves de Cuba) considered the ivary-bill 1o be almost extinet in Cuba.

It appears that the species managed to survive there with nonviable
populations Tor quite some time, and that it was already among the
“living dead" when concerted conservation efforts were initiated, It
seems unlikely that much could have been done for this species once
most old-growth forests were cut by the late 1800s and early 1900,
Sadly, wo have lost another element of our ecological heritage, and
tuture generations areunlikely 1o appreciate just what it was that was
lost. Unformunately, inthe Caribbean there are no other woodpeckers
of the size and grandeur of the ivory-hill, although some exist on the
nearby continents,

The loss of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker should serve as a
reminder thatextinctionin the Caribbean is siill a very real threat and
that biodiversily loss is not an event confined 1o the past. Admit-
tedly, it was probably the habitat loss in the past which led to this
mosl recent extinction, and has contributed to the population
reductions of many of our threalened and endangered species in the
region. Currently, only about en average of 21% of the area of
Caribbean islands remain in natural forest. Therefore, many island
species are often confined to relatively small habitat patches. This,
of course, restricts population size, making many island species
even more vulnerable to a varety of stresses which would not
normally be of concern for larger populations. Thus the possibility
of extinction is high for many of our island species, requiring
vigilance and constant protection to ensure their survival.

*“Cast ExTizto pE SEGURD"

En este titulo se cita parte de] titelo de un articulo reciente de
Lammertink y Estrada( 1995, Bird Cons. fnrl. 5:53-59) ¢l cual provee
un triste recordatorio de que 1a extincidn en el Caribe no es cosa del
pasada. Damos por sentado gue documenar la avsencia del dltimo
individuodeuns especic es dificil, pero los hallazgos de Lammertink
¥ Estrada no son muy oplimistas acerca de la supervivencia del
Carpintero Real. Lammenink v Estrada buscaron en el fren orental
de Cuba donde se tenfa conocimienta de |z dltima poblacidn de esta
ave, Durante 120 dias de trabajo de campo en 1989, 1997 v 1953 Jos
daos aulores y sus asistenies no encontraron &l ave o evidencia de sus
excavaciones recientes, Mds aun, en el drea donde los tdlimeos
carpinleros fueron vistos, no se encuentran porciones significativas
de bosque maduro. Se cree que fuc la destruccidn de este tipo de
bosgue 1o que llevd a la merma de esta especie, ya que la especie
requiere de cxtensas dreas de bosque madure para su subsistencia.
El Carpintero Real desaparecit del sudoeste de los FE. UL en los
afios eincuenla coando los bosgues maduros fueros diezmados
SEVEramenie para uso maderero. Sin embargo, una peblacidn logrd
submevivir en el esic de Cuba, hasta que los efectos de las pasadas
deforestaciones finaimente le alcanzaron, A pesar de los recientes
esfuerzos de fas autoridades cubanas para proteger esta especic y su
hidbitat. el Carpintero Real aparentemente ha sucumbido finalmente,

Aun en los afies setenta Garrido v Montadiz (1995, Cardlogo de
tax aves de Cueba) consideraban al Carpintero Real précticamente
extinto en Cuba. Aparentemente la especie pudo sobrevivir en la
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Zona por un Gempo con una pablacion gue no era viable, v va se
encontraba entre 10s muerios vivienles cuando se concentraron los
esfuerzos para su recuperacion. Se ve improbable gue mucho se
pudiera haber hecho por 1a especie cuando la mayoriz del bosgue
maduro de la zona fue 1alado & fines del siglo pasado v principios del
presente. Lamentahlemente, hemos perdido otroclementode nuestea
herencia cultural ¥ futeras peneraciones no podrdn apreciar gue fue
exactamente lo que perdimos. Desalortunadamente, en el Caribe no
hay olros carpintero de de tamafio ¥ porie, pero si los hay en el
continente adyacente,

Laextinciondel Carpintero Real debe servimos como recordatorio
gue la pérdida de la biodiversidad en el Caribe no es un proceso del
pasado sino una amenaza real, Debemos admitir que fue la pérdida
del hdbitat cn el pasado lo que llevo a la extincidn de esta especie y
acontribuido a lz reduceidn de muchas poblaciones de nuestras aves
amenazadas oen peligro de exiincidn en 1a regidn. En el presente,
sodaun 21% del dreade las islas del Caribe permancee forestada, Por
lotanto, muchas especies de islas permanecen confinadas aespacios
dispersos de hibital, Esto por supuesto restringe el amafio de la
poblacidn, haciendo a muchas de las especies de islas min mds
vulnerables 4 varios lipos de problemas, lo gue no serfa de mayor
preaeupacion para poblaciones mayores. Porlo tanto, la posibilidad
dequedar extinlas cs alla para muchas de nuestras especies caribefias,
requiriendo de proteccitn ¥ constante vigilancia para proleger v
BSCEUTEL 515U PEFVIVEnCia,
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