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The Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe) is a short-distance
migrant with a winter range that is essentially confined to the
southeastern United States (Bent 1942). Eastern Phoebes
winter only in areas where the mean minimum January
temperature is above -4°C (25°F) (Root 1988). The primary
winter range is in Atlantic and Gulf coastal states from
Virginia to Texas, and northern Mexico where the southern-
and western-most records are from Oaxaca and Veracruz
{American Omithologists’ Union 1983). Based on Christmas
Bird Count data, areas of peak winter abundance are in
eastern Texas and north-central Flonda (September to May ).
This flyeatcher is a rare and irregular winter resident in the
Keys and extreme southern Florida (Root 1988, Robertson
and Woolfenden 1992), Individuals establish winter feeding
territories and defend them both intra- and inter-specifically.

Despite their winter abundance in coastal areas of the
southeastern United States and a modest number of reports
from Bermuda (Amos 1991}, there are surprisingly few
reports of Eastern Phoebes from the West Indies (Table 1),
Bent{ 1942 and Barbour { 1943) noted one from Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. The immature spacimen was collected by Juan
Gundlach in February 1846, It was such an unuspal record
that Gundlach, not familiar with the bird, named it as a new
species — Aulanax lembeyei, Bond (1985) and Brudeneli-
Bruce (1975) cite two reports from the Bahamas-Bimini, 18
MNovember; Grand Bahama, 10 October. Bond noted the
period of occurrence for this species in the West Indies as 11
September—18 November. The only additional report of
which we are aware is a single bird seen on Elenthera,
Bahamas on 7 February 1986 (American Birds 40:529). This
was the only report for the Bahamas or West Indies since

1972,

Because of the small number of records for the West Indies,
two sighlings of Eastern Phoebe we obtained on Grand
Bahama in November 1995 are of interest. On 25 November
we found a single bird feeding over a small freshwater pond
onthe property of the Rand Nature Center (Baharnas Mational
Trust), and on 26 November we encountered a secand
individual perched next to another small freshwarter pond at
West End, Both birds were warched intermitnently for halfan
hour or more. Tail-wapging and other field marks were
confirmed as the birds perched and foraged over the comers
of the ponds they occupied. Rick and Kathy Oliver (Rand
Mature Center) informed us that at least one of these was still
present in mid-February 1996,

Althouph these records undoubtedly reflect as much the
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lnck of previous field work and reporting as they do on the
scarcity of Eastern Phoebes in the Bahamas (see discussion
below), we should add that this may have been a particularly
good winter for short-range migrants reaching the Bahamas,
From 24 to 26 November we also recorded 2 American
Robins (Turdus migratorins), 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet
(Regulus calendula), and 3+ Cedar Waxwings (Bombyeilla
cedrorunt) on Grand Bahama, All are considered 10 be
sporadic, irregular visitors to the Bahamas., Whether or not
these hirds collectuively represented vanguards of an
unscasonably cold winterin the southeastern United States or
vagrants resulting from an earlier aberrant weather system is
unknown.

These phoebe reports represent the fourth and fifth for the
Bahamas, and the fifth and sixth for the West Indies, Dates of
the sightings extend the period of known occurrence in the
Bahamas by nearly three months and are outside the normal
fall migration period for the species.

We also observed one Empidonax flycateher at West End,
Grand Bahama on 26 November 1995, and one of us (Lee)
found three on Abaco in early December 1995, These
records are at least a month past the fall migration period for
any castern Morth American Empidonary, and like the records
of the Eastern Phoebes are here considered as records of
wintering individuals, The Grand Bahama Empidonet was al
the edge of a coastal shrub thicket ca. 100 m from the beach
at West End. It was observed for approximately 10 minutes
by all ofus, Other than an incomplete eye ring, no useful field
marks were noted. The Abaco birds were at the edge of ared
mangrove (Rhizophora mangle) swamp bordering a beach
front at Sandy Point (2 and 5 December) and at the airport at
Marsh Harbor (6 December). This latter individual was
perched on a wire under the eve of the air terminal — a most
unexpected site of occurrence. The habitat surrounding the
airportis open 30-vear-old Caribbean pine (Pinus caribaea)
forest. Nodistinct field marks werenoted on any of the Abaco
birds, and like the individual found on Grand Bahama all
were non-vocal. The only previous winter record we know
for the Bahamas is of a single unidentified Empidonax heard
calling from dense vegetation on Eleuthern (Boahamas} on 7
February 1986 (American Birds 40:339).

Reported migration periods of Empidenar flycatchers for
the Bahamas, and elsewhere in the West Indies, are scarce
and identification in most cases is problematic. The birds are
drab, usually silent, and often provide only fleeting views,
Amos {1991}, in describing the situation in Bermuda where
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five species are reported to occur, sums up the problem
nicely: "species identifications have been based on careful
observation and some inspired conjeciure.” Furthermore,
two Empidonaxrecently (1973 recognized as separate species
are distinguished primarily by vocalizations and ecalogy,
They are difficult to separate in migration or on wintering
grounds where they are typically silent, Hussell (1990)
showed that many immatures of Alder (Empidonaxalnorm)
and Willow (£ traillit) Iycatchers cannot be separated, and
Seutin (1991) recommended caution when attempting 1o
identity these flycatchers with morphometrics,

Collected Empidonax specimens and sight records are
usually combined in writing species accounts for specific
1slands, masking accuracy of statements, and making 1t
difficult 1o decipher what level of confidence can be placed
on what has been published. The sitwation in Bahamas is a
good example of the problem: A single migeant cotlected on
New Providenceon 14 October 1961 is an Acadian Flycatcher
(E. vireseens). Based on this record this species is the anly
Enipidonax mentioned for the Bahamas (Brudenell-Bruce
1975) and the descriptive text only tells how 1o distinguish
the genus Empidonax from the Greater Antillean Peewee
{Conropus caribaeus). Subsequently, the Acadian Fiyveatcher
has since appeared as the only Empidonex on a checklist of
the birds of the Bahamas (Bahamas MNational Trust},

On 25 MNovember 1995, we also [ound a single Gray
Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) and one Western Kinghird
(T. verticallis) at West End, Grand Bahama. Both were
foraging in alarge fig ( Ficus sp.) tree withnipe fruit. Bothare
late-season records for the northern Bahamas.

Brudenell-Bruce (1975 reported the latest date in fall for
the Gray Kingbird on New Providence as 12 November, but
also includes a 12 December repont for Great Inagua much
farther south, Bond (1985) notes that the Gray Kinghird
winters in northern South America but is "chiefly a permanent
resident from Hispaniolaeastward." Emlen{ 1977), however,
reported Gray Kingbirds for Grand Bahamas on 10 January
1968 and 14 March 1969,

The Western Kingbird is a rare passage migrant in the
Caribbean, known only in migration from the Bahamas and
Swan Islands {Bond 1985). Brudenell-Bruce {1975 recorded
it from 15 October to 1 November on Mew Providence,
Western Kingbirds have also been seen on Bimini, Grand
Bahama, and Eleuthera. The latest occurrence date reporied
by Brudepell-Bruce is 26 November (Elcuthera), but there 15
arsportof 31 Western Kingbirds for Groater Abaco from 24
December 1983 1o 2 January 1984 (American Birds 38:363),
another from Abaco on [6-19 November 1990 (American
Birdy 45:5007, and a report from North Andros of one on 10
MNavember 1968 {American Birds 23:38),

We suggest that all these species may occur with greater
regulanty and at dates well outside the extreme periods of
occurreace summarized here, and we conclude that further
field work will show all of the species discussed here to be
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more common, wide-spread, or less seasonally-restricted in
the Bahamas and Greater Caribbean Basin than is presently
believed, Resolving the identification and status of migrant
and wintering Empidonax Mycatchers will require systematic
collections of spectinens from several islands, seasons, and
habitats, not just in the Bahamas, but throughout the West
Indies,

This repon results from an agreement among the North
Carolina State Musewm of Natural Sciences, The Bahamas
MNational Trust, The College of the Bahamas, and the Bahamas
Department of Agriculture. The focus of this agreement is the
development of an understanding and the long-range
conservation of nearctic migrants under the umbrella of the
International Partners-in-Flight Program. We thank Robert
L. Norten, Anthony White, and Catherine Levy lorreviewing
the manuscripl.
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Table 1. Non-breeding distributions of nearctic migrant tyrant flycatchers known or reported from the Bahama Islands
and Caribbean {sources: Amos 1991, Fitzpatrick 1980, Robertson and Woolfenden 1992, Stevenson and Anderson 1994,
and sources cited in text).

Winter  Winter records— Migrant records—

Species distribution Caribbean Caribbean Remarks
Eastern Phoebe SE US w Bahamas, Bahamas, {ccurrence in Caribbean 11 Sept. through
Sayarnis phoehe 5 Mexico Cuba Cuba Feb., Winters in SE US and Bermuda.
Western Kinghird 8 Mexico none Bahamas, Ovwer 200 reports from Florida (where it has
Tvrarenus verticalis lo Nicaragua Swan Islands been reporied for all months) and winters in
Bermuda.
Ciray Kinghird S West Indies S and E from N/A Stevenson and Anderson (1994) believed
Tvrannus (rare), Panamd, Hispaniola Florida Christmas Bird Count reports were
daminicensis N Colombia, stragglers and not winter residents. Spring
Guyana and full migrant in Bermuoda.
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher NE Mexico to.  none none Recorded from Bermuda in
Empidaonax flaviveniris  Panamd winter, Transient only in Florida.
Willow Flycatcher 8 Mexico to none Cuba, Isle Fall transient in Bermucda, rare fall and casual
Empidonax trailii Panama of Pines, spring migrants in Florida, No winter Florida
Jamaica records.
Alder Flyeatcher NW Colombia  none Cuba, Isle Fall transient in Bermuda, rare fall and casual
Empidonax alnorum to Paraguay and of Pines, spring migrants in Florida. No winter Florida
Argentina Jamaica records,
Acadian Flycatcher Costa Ricato W none Bahamas, Fall transient in Bermuda; transient in penin-
Etnpidonas virescens  Colombia and Cuba, Isle sular Florida, a few unconfirmed winter
NW Venezuela of Pines reports.
Least Flycatcher N Meoxico to W Grand Grand Fall ransient in Bermuda. A few individuals
Empidonax minimis Panamd Cayman Cayman winter in south Florida.
(10 March)
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