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COPULATORY STANCE OF THE PURPLE-THROATED CARIB, EULAMPIS JUGULARIS

Woriam Becton
HCR 62 Box 1628, Grear Cacapon, West Virginia 25422-9734, USA

Wolf (Condor 77:140-144, 1975) saw a“ventral approach’ to
copulation by the Purple-throated Carib (Eulampis jugularis)
in Dominica. By his account this “required both birds to hang
somewhat below the perch in comparison to the regular perch
position. The birds were sitting adjacent to each other and the
abdomens met while 2ach was fluttering somewhat tomaintain
its position™.

Ar9:30 on 31 March 1995 I noted a much more definitive
“ventral approach” by this species. In the gardens of the
Papillote Hotel near Tafalgar Falls, in the mountains
approximately 7 km east of Roseau, Dominica, a pair of
Purple-throated Caribs was chasing through the shaded lower
portions of several patches of torch ginger (Nicolaia elatior).
One bird, presumably a female, suddenly perched on a
slender, horizontal stem of the ginger. The other, presumably
amale, fluttered nearby briefly, then clutched the same stem

immediately beneath the female and hung upside down,
directly under her, facing in the same direction. He then
raised the rear portion of his body until he made cloacal
contact with the female above him. Although the contact was
brief, copulation appeared to have occurred. This action was
repeated a few seconds later. Shortly after, the male flew from
below the female to alight briefly on her back, where he
attempted to copulate in the standard position, although this
brief effort did not appear to be successful. After he dis-
mounted, both birds left the immediate area and started
feeding from torch ginger flowers. Dr. Richard Zusi (pers.
comm.) has observed, but not reported, this same “face-to-
face,” male-beneath posture in this species, also in Dominica,
I thank him for his comments on the first draft of this

communication and for bringing the Wolf paper to my
attention.

EL GUACAMAYO AZUL Y AMARILLO (ARA ARARAUNA) EXOTICO
RESIDENTE DE PUERTO RICO
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Raffacle indica el haber observado a un individuo de
Guacamayo Azul y Amarnillo (Ara ararauna) ¢l 25 de agosto
de 1972 y luego, el mismo individuo, en septiembre en el drea
de Tintillo, Bayamdn {Raffaele y Kepler 1992). En ¢l verano
de 1985 ohservé a otra de estas aves en Torrimar, Guaynabo
(Pérez-Rivera 1992). Una tercera ave fue observada a partir
de agosto del 1985 por Oscar Diaz y Royeanne Salles entre
Torrecilla Baja (Carolina) y Mediania Alta (Pifiones) (Pérez-
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Rivera 1992). Amediadosdel 1986 observéados Guacamayos
Azuly Amarilloen los alrededores de lnurbanizacidén Torrimar
en Guaynabo, No obstante, los vecinos del Area me indicaron
gque habiadesaparecidounaterceraavedel grupo, A principios
de diciembre de 1987 el colega Luis Lavergne, observé a
cinco de estas aves en laurbanizacidn Garden Hills. Presumf
gue las aves se habian reproducido por su incremento en
nimero. A partir de entonces las aves comenzaron a variar en
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