
LOCAL rNVOLVEMENT AS TIIE KEY TO SUSTAlNAllLE 
ECOTOUIUSM A."ID RESOURCES CONSEHVATION IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Tm:SOCIEN'SRESoUmONOl<NA'IUIUiTOURISMorcco10urisin 
passed at las1 year's meeting in 1he Bahamas rc(H'e>cnts one of 
our 1nost hnportant resolutions. ~llt.is resolution is bnscd on 
the s imple premise tl1at ccotourism requires local bcnclits to 
ensure its Jong-Lenn sustai nab1lily. More import•utly, tis the 
local island community benefits economieolly from 
ecotowism, locals will suppon conservation of n:wurccs on 
which the survival of ecotounsm depends. In other words, 
cooserv:1t1on \VIII become nn aruegrnl part of lhc llvc.s. of 
islond rcsicJcn1s o nly \Vhcn 11nnirnl resources pay lnngiblc 
cconon11c dividends. Tiu.:rcforc. \Ve wish to ensure lhtll for· 
cign ecotourism companic> mnxin1ize I.he benefits to th-.:. 
local island communiucs. 

The•e realistic (but often ignored) assumptions undeti.ie 
the very successful narure trail con>tructed and operated by 
tl1c SL Lucin Forestry Depwmcnt with assiswnco i'ro111 
RA.RE cemer. This trail, in Ute ccntrnl rainfores~ hns become 
nn important um:u:tion for Saint Lucinns and foreign touris!S 
alike. 11u.) unracuon provides economic bcncfilS from in
come. derived from bus Lmnspor1J.uon1 sale of lunches. com
mission~. und park entry fees. Moreover. vinunlly all the 
econo1nic be1lel11s rcmnin in St Lucia, a4i d1e ~n1runce fee 
goes lb !he forestry dcp:utme111 and the associated uusinesses 
are locally owned and opern!Cd. Thus in this mstonco. nature 
<QnS(rvation ancl education pays. and ili conml>uuon to !he 
local economy helps to insure i1s sustainabli1y. 

A few other examples exi>t in 1he Carjbbean such as the 
1\sa Wright N::uure. Center in Tri11idad, \Vh~rc ccotouri~'tTI 
directly employs Trinidadinns ns well as relylug on local 
goods 11nd services. Jn addition, tbc guides used by the 
ccotourms are all local Trin1dadions. many of which have 
become lc&cndary for their field skills and knowledge nnd no 
doubt contribute to ~"' attraction. In this case, the local 
forestry dcpartmtnt does not J'Cccivc a d1rec1 b..:.ncl'it. nl
thoogb the govern1nent has recognized the i1npnrt:1ncc of the 
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noiun: center by increasing u1e protected lands surrounding 
the original reserve. '1110 nature cemer, will1 ils high 1ouris1 
visilnlion rntc, obviously conLrihures 10 1hc: locul econo1ny 
which shoul<l contribute 10 i!S suslninabilicy. 

Wf; need more or these success stories where ccotourism 
contributes ID sustainable tle\'elopment and conserv.llion. 
·lhi> requires the use of more local guides by visiung 
eco1ou1ism groups. 1bcrcrore '''e encourage tho various 
foreign tour oper:itori, lo u~sist \vi1h the lrH1ning of local 
guide.~ where appropriately truincd folks are currenlly un· 
avail:tble. Tho SCO should participate in this effort by run
ning workshops for training eco1ourism guides m the Carib
bean. f:ffons should :ilso be made in both public und private 
sectors to quantify the comnbulion• of c<:o1ouris01 10 the 
local cconon1ies. Furthcnnnrl.!. governments mu.s1 be 1nadt: 
n\vnn.:. tho1 ccotouriMn rc<1uires resource conscrvsuion for its 
suswinabli1y. It woul<l also be useful if all entrance fees lo 
govcrnrnentl"Qerves \Vere returned to the governrnentagcncy 
m:in.11:1ng the reserve. Thus the critic-al iS!.UC ts to ensure 
ma~i1nun1 local benefit f ron1 the cco1ouns1n industry so that 
island benefit leads 10 c.on::.c,rvaLion of the nnturul resources 
on which the industry depends. 

Eco1ourism. ii' conducted propel'ly, has 1hc patenual to 
conuibutc 10 the sustainuble developmenl of ecologically 
fmgtle island ecosystems. II is only natural for the SCO lo 
embmcc ccotourism as an appropriate econonuc activity for 
the Caribbenn, given th:u nt One time or anothct \~'C have au 
been cCOlOuriM~. and bccnus.e ils an cconornjc ncuviry wlucb 
can bavc u relaLively benign onvironmenlul i mpuct. In ' ddl· 
ti on, we \vnnt others to di:.vclop an npprecim ion of Caribbenn 
organisms and ccosysteou. i lowc.ver. we wnnt cCOlourism to 
be n sustainable economic :.ctivity based on locnl involve
ment and benefit to guarantee conscrvalJon of the island 
resources on \\1hich it is based. 

G UAOF,l.OUPE 1998 

Joo Wunderle, 
J>rcsi<lcnt, SCO 

The 1998 annual meeting of the Society of Caribbean 
Om11hology will be bold in Guadeloupe. Funhcr deiails 
will be $Cnl to member... 
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