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ON A TRJPTO Sr. Krrrs. mid·January 1997. 1 wn> surprised 
with 1he news that there was an app>ren1 sighting of the SL 
Kins Bullfinch (lbxigilln porrorice11sis gro11dis) a few years 
-1go. 11ie repon romcs from one of S1. Kins· mos1 eminent 
cnvironmemali'is and nn1uralis1s, Campbell E'•elyn. who bas 
been hunting and traversing the mountain .. fores1s and \\.'Cl
lnnds forover60 years. On my 11ips 10 Si. Kins, I make every 
effort 10 catch-up wiLh Campbell on whal has been happening 
in nnd nround SL Kill$. Discussions ofton end up on some of 
1hc unimals, pl ams. and pl3ccs he recalls from his childhood. 

It wa> during a dtSCU>Sion on some of the inaccessible 
forc>L• of the steep high mounltlins of SL Kius 1h~11he subject 
of the Mounuun Black~mith came up. Campbell was unfa
m1linr with the local name of the bird. but knew the name 
Mountain BlackM1111h as it referred to a high·ohitude member 
or the grasshopper fmnily, which has " call reminiscent of a 
hommer striking an anvil. After clarifying whnt I meant, he 
1old the story or seeing 1he Bullfinch about three yc:irs ago. 

As 1old by Campbell , he was in 1he company of his wife 
Joyce, sitting on a rock in the forest in Slone-fon Ghaut. when 
his wife drew bis aucntion 10 an unusual bird )Umping about 
the branches, about 6 m above~ ground in lhc understory. 
The bird was about 9-11 m away from where they were 
sining. Their view \V3S very clear, since sunlight \vass1rean1-
ing through the unclcrgrow1h. 111ey described the bird ns 
almos1 entirely black with red on top oflhc head. nnd on 1hc 
1hrooi below the chin. When I dismissed U1c report us a 
mistaken identificmion, suspecting lhat whm they actually 
saw wa' 1he close rclmivc. the Lesser Antillean Dullfinch 
(l..lJxigi//a 11oc1is) they said that they :ue quite familinr with 
the bullfinch. as iii< locally called and which isqui1e common 
in St. Kins. and 1ha11hc bird in question was much larger with 
a heavier bill. To 1hc Evelyn's, the bird U1cy saw wns quite 
di,1incti\•e and d1sllnct from the Lesser Antillean Bullfinch. 
Campbell then pointed 10 some lovebirds th11t 1he family 
keeps as pets and said lltat ii was aboutthm si1.c (which would 
be about 1he righ1 size for the St Kills Bullfinch). 

I subsequently showed them pictures of the Lesser Antillean 
Bullfinch. which tlic) di;missed. and on ;ho\\ ing them :1 
picture of the Pucno Ric•n Bullfinch they confirmed that this 
was similar to what 1hey saw. 

fames Bond dc;cribcs the Pueno Ricll Bullfinch as being 
mostly black. wi1b lhc crown. roreneck. upper che..i and 
under tail·COVe11S ru(OUS. ·rhc immatUJC is IJrO\VniSh·olive, 
darker above than below, under 1ail-covcr1s rufous. The SI. 
Ki us subspecies was lnrger 1hnn Lhc Puerto R ic:rn subspedes. 
At least by the I 980edition of Birdsofth• IV<'SI Indies. Bond 
belie,•ed that the St. Kins subspecies had been ex1ermina1ed. 

Before the 1994 sigh1ing by the Evelyn». the las1 record of 
the SL Kills Bullfinch was in lhe 1920> (Raffaele 1983). 
Mention is made oflhc bird in the unpublished no1ci; of R. B. 
Todd. a Ki1titiun and grcm uncle of Campbell Evelyn. 111e 
no1es \vere \vriucn in 1hc cnrly J900s~ although his sighth1gs 
<)( 1hc species nrny d:uc from the late 1800,. In no i111eres1ing 
nccounl he notes 1h:1t the birds, 

.. Arc no\\ almO>I extinct. ahhou!!h not many 
years ago they were frequently seen high up in the 
mounuuns. The plumage of the male is block, the 
topofthehcadond undenhethroat red.1heend of 
the body under the inil dull red. ·me female bird 
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i> or n dark brO\\O colour. In >hape it resembles 
the English Bullfinch (pcrhap> referring 10 the 
Le~o;cr Antillean Bullfin<:h). although somewhat 
largcrthan the lauer bird. Their cry is a shnll loud 
whi~tlc often repeated. Tiic bel iefthau.bis bird is 
the origina1or of the sound of a blacksmith hnm-
1nl!r bcaL on nn anvil, is erroneous, Lhc sound 
bei ng produced by the l>lacksmi th insect of ~"' 
grnsshoppcr family.111c monkeys which arc very 
destructive 10 eggs and young birdlifc arc prob
ably the chief cause or the mp id disappearance of 
these birds:· 

Monkeys, niongoosc, and hurricanes lead a list of 1.hrcaL< 
tJmi ha\'e been facing birds in St. Kins for the bencr pan or a 
ccnLUry, but it is one of Ute few Cnribbean islands thnt ls 
ex:pericncingan incrcao;c in i1s rain roresi cover. 'fhc nbnnclon· 
ment of many former sugarcnnc producing areas is allowing 
foreSlS 10 reclaim these tcrril<Jries. According lO cvclyn. 
many areas in SL Kins remain inaccessible and relnuvcly 
unexplored. This is due not only 10 the s1e~p wet terrain, but 
10 the po1e01ial dangers associated in cncoun1erin~ illejlal 
marijuana cultivations. h h concei,•able 1ha1 the St. Kills 
Bulllinch hangs on in small numbers in some of these 
ilrncccssible high mountain forests. lo foct, <>!her species may 
be hidden 1here. The Lesser Antillean Peewee (Cr111rop11s 
lotirostris) is not listed for Si. Kins by aulhoritic> such as 
Bond or Danforth: howc"cr. ii appears in account' hy Todd 
(circa 1900), Morris anli Lemon ( 1982). nnd as n:ccntly as 
1993 it was recorded by an avid and knowledgeable 
birdwatcher (N. Gricks. pers. comm.). 

I know of only one anempl 10 locnic the St. KillS Bullfinch 
il1 recent years. In the mid-1970s, Herben Raffaele spent 
three days on the island. as much of 1ha1 1imc as possible in 
tltc Ml. Misery (now Ml. Linmuga) area. Unfortunmcly, 11 
rained for the three days and Lhus his observations were 
res1ric1ed (Raffaele, pers. comm.). Loxigilla po11nrice11sis 
grturdis rcnu1ins. an intriguing enign~a. Anyone interested in 
1ry1ng 10 detennme whether the species bas been able 10 hold 
on precariously will find enthusiastic partners JI the St. 
Chrii.topher Heritage Society in Basse1erre. 
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