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ON 14 N<lv~lDER 1996 Aileen M. Bainic:m. Kalherinc I. 
While, and I were birding in Governor's Harbour. Eleutl1era 
when we noticed a single gull on the tidal flats near tl1c bo:i1 
launching ramp. This gull wn> prC>cnl 1hrougb.ou1 our smy in 
Eleutllcra until 18 November 1996. fl wa• a medium·SllCtl 
gull "1th a long 'lender bill. The dis1nl half or lite bill wns 
black and the basnl half pale flesh colored. 'The legs were 
pinkish-flesh colored. 111c hc:id was diny from feeding, bu t 
there were not.iccablc •lrcnks nlong the back of the neck and 
U black auricular spot. When LhC bird flew, WC noliceda bluck 
tcnninnl band on the tnil. The outer hnlr of the upper wing, 
had n large white section nn 1he lending edge. The underside 
of the wings had a black band nenr tllc end of Lhe primaries. 
When lhe bird roosted on pilings near theconununity clinic. 
11 appeared sligh1ly larger than :1 Sandwich Tern (Stema 
santfrice11sis) and noticeably smallcrtllan the Ro)'al Terns (S. 
maxima) roosting nearby. We 1dcnulicd tile guU as a lil'>t
winter Olack-hcaded Gull (I.Ams ridib1mdus) based on its 
size, wing panem. head pattern. bill color. and tail band 
(Nntional Geographic Society 1983, Grant 1986), Distui11, 
bu1 identifiable. photogrnphs of the gull are .available from 
1he nutl1or. 

The Black-headed Gull is ucommon Eun1sian species thot 
has recently colonized northcas1cm North America. 11 ha< 
nested in Newfoundland und Quebec, and auempted to nest 
in Massachusetts in 1984 (Veit and Petersen 1993). The 
Black-headed GuU is on uncommon migrant along 1hc ca•t 
coast orNortll America as for south as Aorida(Robcnson und 
\V(lolfendcn 1992). It is casual in tlie West lndics, where ii 
has h<cn found in Cuba, Pucno Rico, St. Thomas, and the 

l.~sscr Alllillcs (Raffaele 1989, llond 1993). Rnffack has 
seen single Black-hcudcd Gulls regulnrly in winier in San 
Junn Harbor, Puerto Rico(pcrs. comm.). Tl has been recorded 
once m tile Bahama Ardupcl:igo - an adult seen and photo
grnphcd on Grand Turk. 30 and 31 December 1985 (Faancs 
1986: G. Rosenberg. in litt.). I am unaware or any pre•'iOUS 
published rcpon of 1his specie> within tlleCommonwcallh (If 
the Bahamas. 

I wish to thank Bruce Hallett. Herb Raffack, and Pou l 
L~hmnn for c.heir rcvic\v nncl co1n111cnts on this nolc. 
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PELAGIC BIRD SlCllTINGS OFF 00)11N1CA 
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'27R Sttvtdislt St .. DLLtbury. ~fOJJOClttustus 02312. USA.· anti 
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Du£ roTHE PAUCITYOl·OUs£RVATIOl<S OFOCEA~1ce1~os from 
\\lfHcr~ near 1he cent.rul Lesser An1illcs, 1he follo,ving noles 
recorded by tt Boston University Marine Progrnm lllal'inc 
mammal class led by Ward ure of considerable in1crc~L The 
purpose or the course \Vas to collect occurrence, dislf'ibu· 
tional, and beh:ivioral data on ccinccans io lhe deep waier 
(200· 1000 fatlloms) west or Dominica in an area bounded bv 
61• 38.5' W Long11ude. 15· 13' N Latitude and 15• 32' N 
Lotitude. Observations were m:ide druly during tile period 15 
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to 23 January 1997 except for 20 January when no u·ip was 
mode offshore. Although the primary focus was on wbnlc> 
:tnd dolphins. the bird species cncou111ered \VCrc recorded 
using G PS data for nearly all observmions. 

'Ille rollo,ving bin.I species \Ycrc recorded: 

Audubon's Sheanvatcr P11/fl1111t lher111inieri.-On~ ot>-
sel"\ cd nt close range on 23 hnu31y at 15· 20.42' N. 61 • 
28.73'\V. 
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Wbite·tailcd Tropicbird Phaerho11 /ept1u-us.-One ob· 
served plunge diving on 22 January at 15' 23.19' N. 61' 
29.67' W; one seen on 23 January at 15' 20.42' N. 61• 
21. 7 3 • W with n flock or ahout 8 Brown Boobies (Sult1 
lellCtJgll.fttr). 

Brown Booby Sula /euctJgasler.-Small groups or 3 10 8 
bmb ob.>erved imermiuently on 16. 21, and 23 fanunry. 

Skua sp. Carhamctt1 sp.?-One seen sitting in tl1c wa1cr and 
flying rairly close 10 tlle boat in direcl comparison with 
Pon'larin\!Jacgcrs(S1crcorariasponrari1rus)by I ... \V. Kcid1 
on 19 Janunry ni 15' 13.74' N, 61' 24.63'W. 111~ Ol»crvcr, 
leaching l1$Sistn111 for Lhe class. believed ii 10 be the pule 
race <>f Soulh Polnr Skua C. 111act'fJr111ickl (see Hnrl'ison 
l983: l30, plntc54, number 197b): tltisopinion "bnsccl on 
her having recently spent a field season on King George 
Island, Antarctica. where this species is conunon. HO\\'· 
ever. South Polar Skun should be cxp<.-cted 10 be far south 
or the West Indies in January during its breeding 'eoson. 
Al>o, despite the observer's excellent credentials. due 10 
the extreme difficulty of identirying skuas at <ea wnh 
certainty. the author.. arc reluct.anl 10 assign this obscrva~ 
ti on 10 enhcr of the two most likely species (C. skua or C. 
111accon11irki) without a specimen or a good photograph. 

Long·tnHcd Jaeger Srercorarius /o11gicaud11s.-One seen 
on 21 Jnnunry m 15' 12.58' N, 61' 24.02' W 1oge1her wuh 
l'ornuri nc J acgcrs And Brown Boobies: and one scon on 23 
January at 15' 15.36' N, 61" 25.89' W. Both had easily 
visible Jong ccntrul retriccs. 

Pon111rinc Jncgcr Stercnrariu.s po111arinus.- Obscr-vcd CV· 

cry day except 20 January nnd usually in number. ran11ing 
from >1nglc birds. with daily totals of2-3, to groups ors or 
more, with daily 1<>1al' up to &-10 birds. F<Jund vinually 
throughout the s111dy nrcn. A conservati,·e esum.uc or the 
number or individuals observed during the 9-day period is 
at least 30. thoughduplicatesigbtingsof some of the same 
individuals probably occurred_ Four color slides taken by 
I... W, Kenb. collecth·ely showing three full adults and two 
•ubadults. ha,•e been deposited at VIREO. 

Royal Tern Sttma maxima.- A flock of 4 carefully idcnti· 
lied al close range by Ward on 19 January al 15• 24.86'N, 
61' 2~.32' W. 

Sooty Tern Srcmaf11scat1t,-About 4 seen on 21 l!111uu1')' lll 
15' 12.5R'N, 61' 24.02'W. 

Other bird spccics.-As might be expected, Magn iliccnl 
Frigmebirds (Fregata 111a.~11ifice1111) were occasionnlly ob· 
served at sea up 10 3.6 km offshore. 01t 15 January a group 
or about 12 Small hlackisb birds Wll~ seen flUllCring CIO•e 
over the <urfnce of the sea about 8 km "est of Pl. Michel. 
but nt too great a distance to establish their tdcntity w11h ony 
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ccnauuy: they were suspec1ed 10 have been some spcries 
of storm-petrel. A subadull gull, probably Ring-billed 
(lnnudelawarensis)but nevcrddin1tivcly identified, was 
present nt the Castle Comfort harbor entrance throughout 
the period. While not unexpected. there arc few known 
Dominica records. 

OJSCl!SSION 
Audubon's Shcarwaterisconsidered nccidcntul m Dominica 

(Evans I 990: 141 ). S() C\"CI\ Ll1e obscrvn1io11 or (11101hcr single 
i'tdividual is of interest. Bol111hc Whltc·l:li lcdTropicbird and 
1mic Bro\vn Boohy nest in Do1:ninicn \\lllh.:rs und so urc lo be 
expec1ed.111e records l'or the skua and for Long·t:1i led Jaeger 
are the lil'st known for l)ominica and arc thus signilicnnt. 
Pomnrine Jaeger is known from Dominica, but such large 
numbers are unprecedented anti ha\'c nevcrhcen suspected or 
d ocumented before. The two tern species an: not n surprise: 
i r :mything. it is surprising that Sooty Tcms were not seen 
more orten. a maucr that de>en·cs further <tudy. The only 
species of stonn-pctrel k-Tiown for Dominica is Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel (Oaa11ires ocea11ic11S), which is considered 
:\Ccidentnl (E\'3ns 1990): a soutl1crn hcmbphere hreeder, its 
presence in rhe West ladies in January would be almost a' 
surprising as that of South Polar Skua. However, 11 ts possible 
that non-breeding birds of bol11 latt<>r species occnsionally 
linger farther nortl1 into the Nor1hern Hemisphere wi ntcr than 
now expected: only addiLionnl licld work will scule this 
issue. 

As Ilic nbove record indicates. many more individual 
pclngic birds winter over lhe deep IVUtcr JU~I WCSI or tbe 
central Lesser AnLilks than previously documented. As sug
gested elsewhere (Keith l 997:21 ). nddnional deep w:ucr 
ob<er. mions wc.1 of Dominica. Marumquc. nnd St. Lucin 
"ill pmhably be rewar1kd by future diSCO\Cric; which will 
radicnlly ch30ge current notions or Ilic vanety. number. and 
d isiribuuon of occaruc birds m the southeastern West Indies. 

The authors wish 10 recogniz.c the help :ind coopernuon of 
Derek Perryman of Dive Domrn1ca rn tl1c progrnm which 
rcsuhcd in the collection or lhese dnia. 
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