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ON 14 N<lv~lDER 1996 Aileen M. Bainic:m. Kalherinc I. 
While, and I were birding in Governor's Harbour. Eleutl1era 
when we noticed a single gull on the tidal flats near tl1c bo:i1 
launching ramp. This gull wn> prC>cnl 1hrougb.ou1 our smy in 
Eleutllcra until 18 November 1996. fl wa• a medium·SllCtl 
gull "1th a long 'lender bill. The dis1nl half or lite bill wns 
black and the basnl half pale flesh colored. 'The legs were 
pinkish-flesh colored. 111c hc:id was diny from feeding, bu t 
there were not.iccablc •lrcnks nlong the back of the neck and 
U black auricular spot. When LhC bird flew, WC noliceda bluck 
tcnninnl band on the tnil. The outer hnlr of the upper wing, 
had n large white section nn 1he lending edge. The underside 
of the wings had a black band nenr tllc end of Lhe primaries. 
When lhe bird roosted on pilings near theconununity clinic. 
11 appeared sligh1ly larger than :1 Sandwich Tern (Stema 
santfrice11sis) and noticeably smallcrtllan the Ro)'al Terns (S. 
maxima) roosting nearby. We 1dcnulicd tile guU as a lil'>t
winter Olack-hcaded Gull (I.Ams ridib1mdus) based on its 
size, wing panem. head pattern. bill color. and tail band 
(Nntional Geographic Society 1983, Grant 1986), Distui11, 
bu1 identifiable. photogrnphs of the gull are .available from 
1he nutl1or. 

The Black-headed Gull is ucommon Eun1sian species thot 
has recently colonized northcas1cm North America. 11 ha< 
nested in Newfoundland und Quebec, and auempted to nest 
in Massachusetts in 1984 (Veit and Petersen 1993). The 
Black-headed GuU is on uncommon migrant along 1hc ca•t 
coast orNortll America as for south as Aorida(Robcnson und 
\V(lolfendcn 1992). It is casual in tlie West lndics, where ii 
has h<cn found in Cuba, Pucno Rico, St. Thomas, and the 

l.~sscr Alllillcs (Raffaele 1989, llond 1993). Rnffack has 
seen single Black-hcudcd Gulls regulnrly in winier in San 
Junn Harbor, Puerto Rico(pcrs. comm.). Tl has been recorded 
once m tile Bahama Ardupcl:igo - an adult seen and photo
grnphcd on Grand Turk. 30 and 31 December 1985 (Faancs 
1986: G. Rosenberg. in litt.). I am unaware or any pre•'iOUS 
published rcpon of 1his specie> within tlleCommonwcallh (If 
the Bahamas. 

I wish to thank Bruce Hallett. Herb Raffack, and Pou l 
L~hmnn for c.heir rcvic\v nncl co1n111cnts on this nolc. 
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PELAGIC BIRD SlCllTINGS OFF 00)11N1CA 

A U.AN R, l<Em1' ANU NATHAUF. F. R. WARD' 
'27R Sttvtdislt St .. DLLtbury. ~fOJJOClttustus 02312. USA.· anti 

~Bt>sl011 Unn·ersrr)' Alanne Pf'ogrtvn. ,\farint BrologicaJ laboraton•. P. 0 . Box 573. \\'00tl1 llt1/e, /i/nJsnchusseus 025./J, USA 

Du£ roTHE PAUCITYOl·OUs£RVATIOl<S OFOCEA~1ce1~os from 
\\lfHcr~ near 1he cent.rul Lesser An1illcs, 1he follo,ving noles 
recorded by tt Boston University Marine Progrnm lllal'inc 
mammal class led by Ward ure of considerable in1crc~L The 
purpose or the course \Vas to collect occurrence, dislf'ibu· 
tional, and beh:ivioral data on ccinccans io lhe deep waier 
(200· 1000 fatlloms) west or Dominica in an area bounded bv 
61• 38.5' W Long11ude. 15· 13' N Latitude and 15• 32' N 
Lotitude. Observations were m:ide druly during tile period 15 
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to 23 January 1997 except for 20 January when no u·ip was 
mode offshore. Although the primary focus was on wbnlc> 
:tnd dolphins. the bird species cncou111ered \VCrc recorded 
using G PS data for nearly all observmions. 

'Ille rollo,ving bin.I species \Ycrc recorded: 

Audubon's Sheanvatcr P11/fl1111t lher111inieri.-On~ ot>-
sel"\ cd nt close range on 23 hnu31y at 15· 20.42' N. 61 • 
28.73'\V. 
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