
TWO NEW S PEC IES OF IURDS FROM H1SPAN10LA: 
WOOD THRUSll ANO BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE 

STEVE.'1 LA TT A 
Vt~i5ton of 810/0.~ical Sciences. 110 TucS..~r Hall. U111,·crsrn· of ,\/is3ouri. Colwttb1a. 1.\l1ssm1n 6j2 / /, USA 

R.ECC>'T woR~ 1s SOUTll\l'ES'J'ERs DOML'llCAN Ra'Vl!uc hns 

resulted in 1hc addition of 1wo new species 101hc list of birds 
reported Crom Hispnniola. The first bird. u Wood TI1rush 
(Hyloclch/(111111stclina), was caughL on 15 Novc111bcr 1996 
\vhilc I \vns 1ni sl~11c1Li ng in transitional broadleaf forest :ts 
pan of u lnrgcr study Of hirds along an ahi1udin:il grndic111 in 
the Acciiillar scc1or of1hc Sierra de Bnboruco Nationnl Pnrk 
near Lns Mercedes. Pedernnlcs Province. The site 1s ul nn 
clc,•ation of npproximately 333 nl and c<Jntains vegetation 
l) pical 0Cbo1h dry forC>l and moist broadlcaf fon:st. TilC bird 
wa.• r<ndil) identified as a Wood Thrush by the olive-brown 
back. rump and t:ul. contrasting with the reddish-brown 
cmwn and nape of neck. The throat and breast were whi1ish 
with large d:irk SP<lb 1hroughouL 111c face was also whitish 
streaked dark, and a white eye-ring was prominent. The 
Wood Thrush v.as observed in the hand by Chris Brov.'ll or 
the University or Missouri, and by Eduardo V~squc1. and 
Boli var Cabrera or the Club de Observndorcs de Aves 
Annabelle Dod, as well as by 1he author, and was pho10-
gr:iphed by Drown. 

Despite mnny hours of •earcltiug ror Other color-banded 
birds al this si1c. nnd sevcrnl addilional days ol'mist-neuing 
in fanuary and March. the Wood Thru~h was 1101 seen again. 
111ough this represents Lhc first record of the Wood Thrush in 
Hbpaniolo, it " not unexpected. This specie!> ha> been 
prcviou;ly recorded in the Bahamas and Cuba (Bond 1979), 
as well a> Pueno Rico (Raffaele 1983 ). 

A second new species of bird for Hispaniola. a Black­
legged Knuwake (Rissa tridacry/a) io winter second-year 
adult plumage. wos seen on 16 February 1997 at Bahia de 
Caldcrns. sou1h" es1 of me city of Bani. The bird was firsL 
~een rc,.ting on the wateronly 15 m from the shore. bu1 nlmos1 
immediately new toward lhe beach. passing low lllld nearly 
directly overhcud before attempti ng 10 land on sand abou175 
m nw(ly. After no more than a minuLc on the ground it 1hcn 
took off 11i:nin. flying back across the beach tbcn 0111into1110 
buy. Five minu1es ln1cr ii was rclota1ed perhaps 150 m 
offahore resting on the water. As we wmchcd from shore the 
ki1tiwal.c wn~ attacked hy aMagnilicenl Frigatcb1rd (Pre11aw 
magnifit'tns). which repeatedly picked 1he bird up by u wing. 
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someume> several meters off tl>e sea surface, before releas­
ing the kinhvakc lo fall to tl1e Seu again. 111is fonn oC 
aggression is we LI-known behavior for l'r1gaicbirds. blllsecmed 
remarkable in thut Lhe kiluwakc made linlecffort wcvadc the 
frigotcbird. 

The bird was immediately rccogniied us a gull by iL~ 
stouter, less-pointed bill. seemingly shorter, more rounded 
and robust wings, and unforkcd tail, nil contl1l.>ting with the 
Royal Tern (Stema maxima) and S:indwich Tern (S. 
~"mMce1~1is). which commonly occur nt this location. The 
bird was 1dcntilicd as a Black-legged Kimwakc by a combi­
nmion of characters. llle blld wa> mo-;tly whne with a 
contr.1Sting gray mantle and cnun:I) black wingtips Tili.s 
blaekex1ended along the leading edge oCtbe wmg, fonncd by 
the outcnnost primary, suggesung tlu; bird was a second­
year adult. The nape and face had a very hght gray patch: the 
l>ill was completely yellow. "Jlic leg; ond foci of tl1e bird were 
entirely black and contrasted sharply wi1h 1he white body. 

Although this species commonly winters m sea, it is 
a·ecordcdas a vagrant in tile Wc; l lndiesby Bond (1979). with 
records from Andros, Cubn. nnd off the cast con51 of Jamaica. 
Some behavior of this individual ;uggcsis th:u ii may nut have 
been emircly well and wa; pcrhnpss1orm-dr1vcn l<> 1he coaSL. 
·me bird managed only a crash-landing on the bench. seemed 
to be unwilling or unable to avoid repeated attacks by the 
frigntebird. and generally appeared to fly \\cakly. 

The Black-legged Kittiwake wa.' also obserl'ed by Frnn­
c1>co Rivas, Nicolas Lopez. and 1!1\1> Cueva of the Cluh de 
Obscn adores de A ,.es Annabelle Dod. and by Chris Brown 
of the Uni•-crsity of\1issou11 and Jeanne Hammond of Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory. 111e Kitthvakc was photographed 
by Nicolas L6pcz. 
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