ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

REVIEWERS FOR VOLUME 18

We thank the following individuals (an asterisk indicates more than one manuscript reviewed) for reviewing
manuscripts for volume 18: Martin Acosta, Nicolas Barré, P. A. Buckley, Dennis Denis Avila, Andrew
Dobson, Philippe Feldmann, Ruud van Halewijn*, Allan Keith, Oliver Komar*, Lourdes Mugica Valdes,
Robert Norton*, Tineke Prins*, Lisa Sorenson*, Antonio Rodriguez Suarez, Pascal Villard, David Wingate,
and Joseph Wunderle*.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 2006 The Boreal Forest: Bird Nursery orue= North
International Migratory Bird Day 2006 focuses on the importance of the WALy,
Boreal Forests of Canada and Alaska to migratory birds. Though far from this X

region, many of the migratory bird species seen in the Caribbean during the
non-breeding season depend on the Boreal Forest for nesting. IMBD is col-
laborating with Sheylda Diaz-Méndez, Coordinator of Caribbean Endemic
Bird Festivals, to provide education materials for youth and adults. These ma-
terials, including posters, educational magazines, bird stickers, and more will
be distributed throughout the islands for use in education programs and festi-
vals. Both programs seek assistance in the distribution of materials. Any travel-
ers who would be willing to take materials should contact Sheylda at
otoarina77yahoo.com or Susan Bonfield (IMBD Coordinator) at
SBonfield @aol.com. For more information about IMBD and to get involved,
please learn more at www.birdday.org

NEW WEBSITE FOR BIRDS OF GUADELOUPE

Anthony Levesque reports that a new website on the birds of Guadeloupe has been developed:
www.amazona-guadeloupe.com.

5TH CARIBBEAN ENDEMIC BIRD FESTIVAL TO BE CELEBRATED 22 APRIL - 22 MAY 2006

To the Coordinators of the Caribbean Endemic Bird Festival: The Society for the Conservation and Study of
Caribbean Birds (SCSCB) will celebrate the 5th edition of the Caribbean Endemic Bird Festival (CEBF) from
22 April to 22 May 2006. The purpose of the festival is to increase public awareness of the region’s high en-
demism and rich bird life through activities such as talks, nature and birdwatching walks, photographic exhibi-
tions, art competitions, launching of endemic bird postal stamps, articles in the media, and the preparation and
distribution of educational materials about birds to schoolchildren and the general public.

Can CEBF 2006 be even bigger than last year’s success? Thanks to your collaboration, we held a successful
event in 2005 with a total of 17,072 persons participating in 218 activities held in twelve countries. Congratu-
lations to all of you on such an excellent result! The outgoing CEBF Coordinator, Adrianne Tossas, goes on to
other functions this year. She initiated the coordination of this magnificent event and with you made it a tradi-
tion that results in the education of thousands of people every year. She gave a presentation about all of your
activities at the SCSCB meeting in Guadeloupe this past August and described how the festival is growing
each year. It was a pleasure for me, the new CEBF Coordinator, to meet many of you and hear about your ex-
periences at the CEBF coordinator’s meeting in Guadeloupe.

Will your country be celebrating? Let us know! Please confirm if you will be coordinating festival activities
in your country this year, and let me know as soon as possible about your plans so that a regional list of activi-
ties can be prepared. If the local coordinator has changed, and you know his or her e-mail, I would appreciate
your help with this information. If you know of additional groups that would like to join the festival, please
send me their contact information (name and email address) so that I can communicate with them.
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Funding available to help with CEBF activities—This year we are pleased to announce that 6 or more
grants (up to $500.00 each) will be available to help cover expenses of CEBF activities. Our sincere thanks to
BirdLife International for this funding (funds from UNEP-GEF). To apply for a grant, please send to me (via
email), no later than 12 March, the following information: (1) Coordinator name, address, phone number, and
email; (2) Country where CEBF will be held; (3) Organizations that will benefit from this grant; (4) A brief
description of the activities you are planning to organize in your island/country (include objectives and ex-
pected results) and how a small grant (specify amount requested up to $500 maximum) would help you de-
velop these further (maximum one page). The best proposals will receive a grant of up to $500.00.

Please encourage other groups and organizations in your country to celebrate the festival and/or participate
in your group’s activities. We are looking forward to hearing about the many exciting activities you will be
organizing this year.—SHEYLDA N. DiAZ-MENDEZ, Coordinadora en Puerto Rico, Proyecto para la Conser-
vacion de Humedales y la Chiriria Caribeiia, Representante National Wildlife Federation, Sociedad Orni-
tologica Puertorriqueiia, Inc., Coordinadora, Festival de aves endémicas del Caribe, 787-458-5406;
www.avesdepuertorico.org

5TO FESTIVAL DE LAS AVES ENDEMICAS DEL CARIBE A CELEBRARSE DEL 22 DE ABRIL AL 22 DE MAYO DE
2006

A todos los Coordinadores del Festival: La Sociedad Caribefina para el Estudio y la Conservacion de las
Aves (SCSCB por sus siglas en inglés) celebrard su Sta edicion del Festival de Aves Endémicas del Caribe de
abril 22 al 22 mayo de 2006. El propdsito de este festival es aumentar la conciencia del endemismo de cada
region y la rica biodiversidad en aves de cada pais. Esto se lograra a través de las charlas, caminatas deobser-
vacion de aves y naturaleza, exhibiciones de fotografias, competencias de arte, publicidad en los medios y la
preparacién y distribucién de materiales educativos a los estudiantes y al piblico en general.

(El Festival de Aves Endemicas del Caribe del 2006 puede superar el de afios anteriores? Gracias a la co-
laboracién de todos, los eventos del 2005 fueron un éxito que alcanzaron 17,072 participantes en 218 activi-
dades en 12 paises. Les felicito en ese tremendo resultado! La coordinadora todos estos afios, Adrianne Tos-
sas, pasa a otras funciones de ahora en adelante. Fue ella quien inici6 la coordinacién de este magnifico evento
y junto a ustedes lo han hecho una tradicién que resulta en la concieciacién de miles de personas anualmente.
Adrianne nos presenté en Guadalupe cémo el Festival ha evolucionado cada afio. Fue un placer para mi, la
nueva coordinadora de este festival, conocerlos y ver lo que han logrado en la reunién de los coordinadores del
CEBF en Guadalupe.

(Tu pais lo celebrard? jDéjanos saberlo! Por favor confirma si estards coordinando el festival este afio y
déjame saber lo antes posible para preparar la lista de los planes regionales y compartirla con todos. Esto nos
da ideas a coordinadores nuevos, como yo. Si el coordinador local ha cambiado, y tienes su informacién de
contacto, agradeceria que me dieras esa informacién. Si conoces de otros grupos de quieran unirse a nuestro
festival, enviame su nombre y correo electrénico para comunicarme con ellos.

Fondos disponibles para las actividades de CEBF.—Este ailo nos complace anunciar que hay 6 o mas becas
( de hasta $500 cada una) y estardn disponibles para cubrir gastos relacionados al festival. Nuestros sinceros
agradecimientos a BirdLife International por estos fondos (de UNEP-GEF). Para aplicar a estas becas, envia
via correo electrénico la siguiente informacién a mds tardar marzo 12: (1) Nombre del coordinador, direccién,
teléfono y correo electronico; (2) Pais donde se celebrard el CEBF; (3) Organizaciones que se benefician con
la beca; (4) Una descripcion breve de las actividades que estdn planificando en su pais incluyendo los ob-
jetivos y los resultados que esperas. Necesito saber como la beca te ayuda y cudnto especificamente hasta un
maximo de $500. 00. En una pagina estard muy bien. Las mejores propuestas recibirdn sus becas de la canti-
dad que solicita, hasta $500.00.

Por favor anima a otras organizaciones a celebrar el festival y/o participar en las activid! ades. Estamos de-
seosos de saber lo que van a llevar a cabo en todo el Caribe.—SHEYLDA N. DiAZ-MENDEZ, Coordinadora en
Puerto Rico, Proyecto para la Conservacion de Humedales y la Chiriria Cariberia, Representante National
Wildlife Federation, Sociedad Ornitologica Puertorriqueria, Inc., Coordinadora, Festival de aves endémicas
del Caribe, 787-458-5406; www.avesdepuertorico.org
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