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C. LATTA, National Aviary, Allegheny Commons
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 ANGELIER, F., R. L. HOLBERTON, AND P. P. 
MARRA.  2009.  Does the stress response predict re-
turn rate in a migratory bird species? A study of 
American redstarts and their non-breeding habitat. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 276:3545–3551. 
—The adrenocortical stress response of non-
breeding American Redstarts (Setophaga ruticilla), 
wintering in habitats of either high (mangroves) or 
low suitability (scrubs), was measured, and their 
return rate during the following non-breeding sea-
sons was monitored. Results suggest that in a con-
text-dependent manner, the ability of an individual 
to physiologically react to stress determines its abil-
ity of returning to its non-breeding territory the fol-
lowing winters. E-mail: fangelier@ucdavis.edu. 
 BEISSINGER, S. R., J. M. WUNDERLE, J. M. MEY-

ERS, B. SAETHER, AND S. ENGEN. 2008. Anatomy of 

a bottleneck: diagnosing factors limiting population 
growth in the Puerto Rican Parrot. Ecological Mon-
ographs 78:185–203.—The role of genetic, demo-
graphic, environmental, and catastrophic processes 
in maintaining the Puerto Rican Parrot (Amazona 
vittata) in a prolonged bottleneck are investigated. 
Results suggest that four primary factors (reduced 
hatching success due to inbreeding, failure of adults 
to nest, nest failure due to nongenetic causes, and 
reduced survival of adults and juveniles) were re-
sponsible for maintaining the bottleneck. E-mail: 
jmwunderle@gmail. com. 
 BROWN, D. R., AND T. W. SHERRY. 2008. Alter-
native strategies of space use and response to re-
source change in a wintering migrant songbird. Be-
havioral Ecology 19:1314–1325.—Sedentary and 
floating behaviors were studied in a wintering popu-
lation of the Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla), in re-
sponse to manipulated and natural variation in food 
availability in Jamaica. Results suggest that alterna-
tive behaviors represent a trade-off in response to 
resource availability. E-mail: david. brown@eku. 
edu. 
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fact that Arlott encourages the birdwatcher to seek 
out “more in-depth tomes” for more information, 
yet the acknowledgments make no mention of any-
one from the region, and the list of “Further Read-
ing” includes only two of the many fine field guides 
that have come out of the region, and is instead 
dominated by generalized accounts of birds of the 
world and bird families. One begins to wonder how 
familiar the author is with the region! 
 Finally, I must point out that perhaps Princeton 
University Press does not know what this book is 
either. In the book’s short introduction, Arlott 
writes, “I had long realised that the West Indies 
needed a ‘pocket’ book…” This is a very strange 
comment indeed as Princeton itself published Raf-
faele et al.’s (2003) Birds of the West Indies, which 
is a highly successful, condensed version of Raf-
faele et al.’s (1998) A guide to the birds of the West 
Indies. Raffaele et al. (2003) is only very slightly 
larger than Arlott’s checklist (either one will fit in 
my jeans pocket), and it is lighter in weight while 
still containing 94 color plates compared to Arlott’s 
80 plates. More importantly, Raffaele et al. (2003)

has larger, more detailed illustrations, more com-
plete descriptions for identification, and range maps 
placed opposite the plates. In short, in my view, the 
Raffaele et al. (2003) does a far better job at provid-
ing the birdwatcher with a pocket-size guide for 
identification of the region’s birds without sacrific-
ing quality and accuracy. Why this same publisher 
would invest in an inferior work when they already 
have a fine book for the same market just baffles 
me. One wonders, “What were they thinking?”—
STEVEN C. LATTA, National Aviary, Allegheny 
Commons West, Pittsburgh, PA 15212, USA; e-
mail: steven.latta@aviary.org. 
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 MILLER, M. J., E. BERMINGHAM, AND R. E. RICK-

LEFS. 2007. Historical biogeography of the New 
World solitaires (Myadestes spp.). Auk 124:868–
885.—E-mail: ricklefs@umsl.edu. 
 MONES ESPIN, R., AND L. GARCIA RIVERA. 2010. 
First breeding record of Black Swift Cypseloides 
niger in Cuba. Cotinga 32:146–147.—E-mail: mon-
tesninin@ups.perla.inf.cu. 
 OLSON, S. L., AND R. E. RICKLEFS. 2009. More 
on the origin of the Red-legged Thrush (Turdus 
plumbeus) of Dominica, West Indies. Auk 126:449–
454.—E-mail: ricklefs@umsl.edu. 
 REUDINK, M. W., P. P. MARRA, T. K. KYSER, P. 
T. BOAG, K. M. LANGIN, AND L. RATCLIFFE. 2009. 
Non-breeding season events influence sexual selec-
tion in a long-distance migratory bird. Proceedings 
of the Royal Society B 276:1619–1626.—This 
study examined whether carry-over effects from the 
non-breeding season can influence the process of 
sexual selection in the migratory American Redstart 
(Setophaga ruticilla). Partially based on data from 
Jamaica, results suggest that the process of sexual 
selection may be influenced by events interacting 
throughout the annual cycle. E-mail: mattreudink 
@gmail.com. 
 RHEINDT, F. E., L. CHRISTIDIS, AND J. A. NOR-

MAN. 2008. Habitat shifts in the evolutionary histo-
ry of a Neotropical flycatcher lineage from forest 
and open landscapes. BMC Evolutionary Biology 
8:193.—E-mail: formicarius@hotmail.com. 
 RICKLEFS, R. E., AND E. BERMINGHAM. 2007. 
Evolutionary radiations of passerine birds in archi-
pelagoes. American Naturalist 169:285–297.—
Passerine avifaunas of the Hawaiian and Galapagos 
archipelagoes, which have supported well-known 
radiations of birds, are compared with those of the 
Lesser Antilles, which have not. Analysis of genetic 
divergence among island populations in the Lesser 
Antilles reveals evidence of both prolonged inde-
pendent evolution and re-expansion of differentiated 
island populations through the archipelago but little 
evidence of secondary sympatry of divergent genet-

ic lineages. E-mail: ricklefs@umsl.edu. 
 RICKLEFS, R. E., AND E. BERMINGHAM. 2008. 
Likely human introduction of the Red-legged 
Thrush (Turdus plumbeus) to Dominica, West In-
dies. Auk 125:299–303.—E-mail: ricklefs@umsl. 
edu. 
 SCHMITZ-ORNÉS, A., AND M. HAASE. 2009. 
Adapting generalized frequency coding to use col-
our spectra in the determination of phylogenetic 
relationships: an example with hummingbirds. Jour-
nal of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary 
Research 47:385–390.—E-mail: angela.schmitz@ 
unigreifswald.de. 
 STUDDS, C., K. KYSER, AND P. P. MARRA. 2008. 
Natal dispersal driven by environmental conditions 
interacting across the annual cycle of a migratory 
songbird. 2008. Proceedings of the National Acade-
my of Science 105:2929–2933.—Based on stable-
hydrogen isotope ratios in feathers of American 
Redstarts (Setophaga ruticilla) captured as imma-
ture birds and again as adults, habitat use during the 
first tropical non-breeding season appeared to inter-
act with latitudinal gradients in spring phenology on 
the temperate breeding grounds to influence the 
distance traveled on the initial spring migration and 
the direction of natal dispersal. In contrast, adult 
redstarts showed considerable site fidelity between 
breeding seasons, indicating that environmental 
conditions did not affect dispersal patterns after the 
first breeding attempt. E-mail: marrap@ si.edu.  
 STURGE, R. M., F. JACOBSEN, B. B. ROSENSTEEL, 
R. J. NEALE, AND K. E. OMLAND. 2009. Coloniza-
tion of South America from Caribbean islands con-
firmed by molecular phylogeny with increased tax-
on sampling. Condor 111:575–579.—E-mail: 
rsturge1@umbc.edu. 
 TOWNSEND, J. M., C. C. RIMMER, J. BROCCA, K. 
P. MCFARLAND, AND A. K. TOWNSEND. 2009. Pre-
dation of a wintering migratory songbird by intro-
duced rats: can nocturnal roosting behavior serve as 
predator avoidance? Condor 111:565–569.—E-
mail: jmtownsend@ucdavis.edu. 
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