ST. CROIX'S SALT RIVER BAY THREATENED

BY DEVELOPMENT

Salt River Bay is a unique ecosysiem in the ULS.
Virgin Islands. Because it is the least disturbed mangrove and
salt lapoon system in the U.S. Virgin Islands, and because of
its several important historical and archacological sites, the
St. Croix Environmental Association (SEA) considers Salt
River to be the island's most critical site for preservation. The
SEA Newsletter (September 1987) reported on the proposed
construction of the Virgin Grand St Croix, a major complex
congising of a marina, 288-unit hotel, and 300
condominiums, o be built by the Allen-Williams Corporation
at Salt River. Although the builders have been unable
guarantes that the waters of the bay will not be further degraded
by the project, and considerable concemn exists that the
increased boat traffic in the Bay will harm the environment,
the Board of Land Use Appeals decided in favor of the
developer's permits issued by the Coastal Zong Management
Committes and challenged by SEA last summer,

The development of the proposed marina will
undoubtedly lead 1o construction of additional facilities for
pleasure boats, Already, other individuals are applying for
permits for marina construction in Salt River Bay. The
comulative impact of these developments will be severely
adverse and irreversible, with the Salt River becoming a
commercial marina, at the expense of the natural, historical,
and archaeological values that are at a premium in the Virgin
Islands. SEA rejects the developer's contention that the project
will benefit the island, pointing out that (1) there are sull over
30,000 acres on St. Croix where the project could be developed
and not create the kind of environmental havoc that would
occur at Salt River, and (2) the jobs promised by the developer
will go 0 non-residents, not to unemployed Crucians,

SEA suggests that persons concemned about protecting
Salt River from this damage should write a letter to the
following individuals:

Honorable Alan Smith, Commissioner
Department of Planning and Natural Resources
179 Altona and Welgunst

St, Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands (0802

Honorable Senator Yirdin Brown

17th Virgin Islands Legislature

P.O. Box 477

St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00801

All 5t. Croix Senators

P.O. Box D,

Christansted

St. Craix, U.S. Virgin Islands 00820

MEETINGS OF INTEREST

1-3 March Thirteenth Vertebrate Pest Conference,
Monterey Sheraton Hotel, Monterey, California, US.A. (AL
Charles Crabb, Chairperson, Crop Science Department,
California Polytechnic State University, San Luws Obispo,
California 93407, U.S.AL).

17-22 March 58th Annual Meeting of the Cooper
Ornithological Society, Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific
Grove, California 93950, USA. (Dr. Walter D, Koenig,
Hastings Reservation, Star Route Box 80, Carmel Valley,
California 93924, U.S.A. 408/659-2664),

18-22 March The Wildlife Society Annual Meeting,
Galt House Hoiel, Louvisville, Kenucky (Harry E. Hodzdon,
Executive Director, The Wildlife Society, 5410 Grosvenor
Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 20814, U.S.A. 301/897-9770).

18-23 March 53rd North American Wildlile &
Natural Resources Conference, Galt House Hotel,
Louisville, Kentucky (Laurence R. Jahn, Wildlife Management
Institute, 1101 14th St. N.W., Suite 725, Washington, D.C.
20005, U.S.A. 202/371-1808).

13-15 May Association of Field Ornithologists
Annoal Meeting, Vermont Institute of Natural Science,
Woodstock, Vermont 05091 (802/457-2779). [Note; 14 May
evening program will be "The Ivory-billed Woodpecker:
Stalking an 'Extinct Species in North America and Cuba,"
presented by Jerome Jackson.)

17-20 May 2nd [International Wildlife Symposium
on Economics & Social Aspects of  Wildlife,
Calinda Acapulco Quality Inn Hotel, Acapulco Conventions
Center, Acapulco, Guemern, Mexico (2nd International
Wildlife Symposium, Organizing Committee, Mexico
Chapter, The Wildlife Society, Apartado Postal 13432
Mexico DF., 03500. 553-9408 in Mexico City.)

20-22 May "Themes in Caribbean Ornithology,” a
symposium organized by the Society for the Study of
Caribbean Omithology, Fredriksted, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin
Islands (Jorge A. Moreno, Committee Chairperson,
Department of EPO Biology, Campus Box b-334, University
of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 80309, U.S.A. 303/492-6685
[days] or 303/786-0365 [evenings]).

3-12 June "Resource Availability and the Structure
and Functioning of Tropical Ecosystems,” an
intemational symposium on tropical studies celebrating the
Silver Anniversary of the Organization of Tropical Studies
(OTS), University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida, U.S.A.
(Jay M. Savage, Silver Anniversary Symposium, Department
of Biology, University of Miami, P.O. Box 249118, Coral
Gables, Florida 33124, U.S.AL).
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MEETINGS OF INTEREST (CONTINUED)

8-12 June Wilson Ornithological Society Centennial
Meeting, Rosemont College and The Academy of Namral
Sciences of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Dr.
Richard C. Banks, WOS, Fish and Wildlife Service, National
Museom of MNatral History, Washington, D.C, 20560,
U.S.A)

9-10 June Annual Meeting, American Association
for the Advancement of Science - Caribbean
Division (site to be announced),

14-17 June Ecologia Integrada en Defensa de Ia
Naturaleza, 1. Simposio de Zoologia, Palacio de las
Convenciones, La Habana, Cuba (Dr. Maria Herrera Alvarez,
Fresident of the Organizing Committee, Apartado 16046, La
Habana, Cuba. 809/22-5511 or 22-1623)

7-12  Augusi Animai Bebavior Socieiy, Missoula,
Montana, U.S.A. (Donald A. Jenni, Department of Zoology,
University of Montana, Missoula, Montana 59812, US.A.
406/243-2393).

I15-18 Auvgust 106th Annual Meeting of the American
Ornithologists' Union, Fayetteville, Arkansas, US.A.
(Douglas A, James and Kimberdy G. Smith, Chairpersons),

16-19  August Second Annual Conference of the
Society for Conservation Biology, University of
California, Davis, California, U.S.A. (Dr. Daniel Simberloff,
Department of Biological Science, Florida State University,
Tallahassee, Florida 32306-2043, U.5.A.)

6-10 October Second International Conference on
Behavioral Ecology, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver,
Briush Columbia, Canada. (Conference Services, Continuing
Studies, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia,
Canada V5A 156, 604/291-3649),

October Meeting of the Parrot Working Group, Intemational
Council for the Conservation of Birds, Brazil.

TRAINING PROGRAMS AND COURSES

Manomet Bird Observatory Field Biology Training Program
and Research Apprenticeship Training Programs. The Field
Biology Training Program will begin offering a full semester
of college credit in 1988. Students participate in ongoing
environmental studies of tropical forests and avian migrants in
Belize, Central America; migration and breeding ecology of
landbirds on the Gaspé Peninsula, Québec; colonial bird
ecology; marine mammal distributions in the Norhwest
Atlantic; and others. Transfer credit through affiliates.
Financial aid is available.
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TRAINING PROGRAMS & COURSES (CONTINUED)

Research Apprenticeships (2-4 months) in ongoing research in
avian, marine mammal, estuarine, and tropical forest ecology.
Available year-round. 11.5.5250 per month and room
provided.  Apprenticeships are designed for beginning
biologists with some field experience.

For information, write: Field Biology Training Program or
Research Apprentice Program, Manomet Bird Observatory,
P.O. Box 936, Manomet, Massachussetts 02345 US.A.,
(617) 224-6521

Captive Breeding of Endangered Species, The Wildlife
Preservation Trust, Isle of Jersey, Channel Islands, England,
Great Britain.  Programs are available for persons with
practical experience with animals, institutions with captive
breeding programs, and students with interest in consérvation.
Those interested in  the programs should send a proposal
before 1 June 1983 for partcipaton in the subsequent year.
Selections are made in August, For information or to submit
a proposal, contact: Training Program, Wildlife Preservation
Trust Intemational, 34th Street & Girard Ave., Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania 19104, UJ.5.A.

The National Zoological Park, Washingion, D.C,, offers
summer courses in wildlife management and conservation.
The principal objective of the Wildlife Conservation and
Management Training Program is the scientific preparation of
persons from ropical countries. Courses are also organized in
these countries. The institutions interested in conducting such
acourse in their country should select the eandidates for the
course, identify the sites for field work and determine needed
logistics. The National Zoological Park will atiempt to
obtain funds for implementing the course and travel funding.
For field courses in the National Zoo's Conservation and
Research Center for foreign students in universities in the
United States or persons living in tropical countries and who
want (o continue with advanced courses in management of
wildlife, write: R. Rudran (Program Coordinator), Department
of Zoological Research, National Zoological Park,
Washington, D.C. 20008, U.S.A.

Course on the Management of Viable Populations - The
Center for Conservation Biology, Stanford University, offers a
3-day course on population viability for wildlife professionals
and graduate-level students, The fundamentals of
biogeography, ecology, population dynamics, and population
dynamics will be taught as they relate 1o protection, recovery,
and maintenance of populations of rare, threatened, and
endangered species, The course will also cover case studies,
compuler simulation models, and the legal and policy aspects
of population viability analysis and planning.

For information, write Center for Conservation Biology,
Stanford University, Stanford, California 94305, U.S.A.



