Reports from Regional Representatives (Continued)

THE LARID SEABIRD BREEDING POPULATIONS
OF THE SAN NICOLAS BAY CAYS, ARUBA

RogLanp E. De Korr
Aruban Fourdation for Nature and Parks
Seroe Colorado #87, Aruba

The San Nicolis Bay cays, off southeastern Aruba, have
harbored alarid breeding population for many years. Records
of nesting Roseate (Sterna dougallii) and Bridled (S.
anagthetus) tems go back as faras 1892, Since then profound
changes in San Nicolas Bay have occurred, including: (1) the
establishment and growth of one of the largest crude oil
refineries in the western hemisphere, the Exxon affiliated
Lago Oil and Transport Co. Ltd.; (2) the blasting of two
channels through the reef (1937 and 1969) to broaden the
original natural channel between the bay and open sea to
accommodate large oil tankers; and (3) the re-activation of
the oil refinery by the Coastal Aruba Refining Co. N. V. in
1991, after the former refinery ceased operation in 1992,

Despite these changes, several nesting bird speciss managed
10 survive, retmn annually, and have actually ingreased bath
in number and diversity. Today nine species nest on the cays:
the Cayenne Temn (Sterna eurygnatha), Roseate Temn,
Common Tem (5. hirundo), Bridled Tem, Sooty Tem (S,

JSuscata), Least Temn (S. albifrons), Brown Noddy {(Anous
stelidus), Black Noddy (A. renuirostris), and Laughing Gull
(Larus atricilla).

The Aruban Foundation for Nature and Parks (FANAPA)
is charged with enhancing, conserving, and protecting, in its
widest sense, the natural environment of the land, water, air,
and its living flora and fauna, as well as the natural scenery
of Aruba. In 1984, the FANAFA implemented aconservation
program to conduct research, to protect the nesting seabirds
from disturbance by humans (e.g., egg collectors, boaters),
and to prevent marine pollution, This was realized with the
help of the World Wildlife Fund, the International Council of
Bird Preservation (now BirdLife Intemmational), the HRH
Prince Bemnard Fund, and several other organizations and
institutions. The main objectives, parformed annuatly during
the breeding season (from April to August), of the conservation
program ure

= wardening of the cays

= censusing of the nesting population

* monitoring kleptoparasitic behavior of Laughing Gulls

on especially Cayenne and Sooty tem eggs and chicks

= monitoring habitat availability to extend nesting potential

= educational publicity
Older legislation (dating from 1926) only protected species,
prohibiting disturbance of birds, along with their eggs and
chicks, Their habitat, however was not protected by law.
Parliament has just approved new conservation legislation
through which effective protection of is possible. With this
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new law, the FANAPA hopes to finally obtain the official
protected status it has pursued for 8o many years for the San
Nicolas Bay cays.

RESULTS OF 1995 ELECTION OF SOCIETY

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Joe Wunderle
Vice-Presioest:  Roland de Kort
SECRETARY: Marcia Mundle
TREASURER: Rosemarie Gnam will conlinue to serve
in this office through 1996
1996 MEETING SITE

The 1996 annpal meeting of the SCO will be held in the
BahamaIslands. Furtherinformation will appear in Ef Pitirre
and members will receive direct mailings of details.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Boox FroM CBE—LATiv AMERICAN RESEARCH
Lisranies v MaTurar HisToRY: A4 SURvEY

The Council of Biology Editors announces the publication of
Latin American Research Libraries in Natural History: A
Survey.Second edition, 1994, Compiled by Neal Woodman,
Marion A. Jenkinson, and Mercedes S. Foster. vi+ 260 pp.—
The Survey was carried out to facilitate the exchange and
donation of publications amony scientific institutions in the
United States, Middleand South America, and the Caribbean,
The second edition of the Survey contains entries describing
241 libriries in 29 couniries, including the name of a contact
person, and aninstitutional address, fux, and telephone number,
Italso provides information aboat library holdings and usage,
research getivities, and areas of interest for lilerature dona-
tions. 1SBN: 0-935868-74-7, Order from CBE, P, O, Box
109069, Chicago, Mlinocis 60610, U.S.A. §24.95 -
nonmembers; $19.95-CBE members, bookstores, and other
resellers; §3.50 shipping and handling per order,

CHECKLIST Avamanve: Oispaux e GUABELOUPE BT DE
MarTINIQUE

A new checklist of birds of Guadeloupe and Martinigue,
“Dizeaux de Guadeloupe et de Martinique,” produced by the
Association pour 1'Etude et 1a protection des Verthrés des
petites Antilles (AEVA), is available free of charge from:
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